INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Proceedings of the 45th Academic Council meeting 

held on 25th January, 2007


The meeting was held at 11.00 A.M. in the new Seminar Room on 7th floor of the Library Building.  The following members were present. 
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The Chairman welcomed all the members to the 45th Academic Council meeting.  

Agenda Item 1  :To confirm the proceedings of the 44th Academic Council Meeting held on 27 January, 2006.  

The proccedings of the 44th AC meeting were confirmed by the AC. 

Agenda Item 2 :Matters arising out of 44th AC meeting held on 27 January,  2006.
 



The actions taken on matters that arose out of 44th AC meeting were reported to the members.  In a query raised by Prof. Debasis Sengupta regarding signing a MOU between ISI and the Actuarial Society of India, Dr. S. K. Majumdar, the then Dean of Studies was requested to explain why it was not 
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implemented.  Dr. Majumdar responded that this was for conditions difficult to comply with as mentioned in the Actions Taken on the relevant matter.  The Chairman, AC suggested to enquire about the time period from the Actuarial Society of India regarding the implementation of MOU.  The AC recommended that Anupam Datta will not be allowed to complete his dissertation in M. Tech. (CS).

Agenda Item 3 :
Approval of results of B. Stat./B.Math. /M. Stat./M. Math./


M.S.(QE)/M.Tech. (CS)/M.Tech. (QROR)/Ph.D. etc. 

The AC approved the award of degrees, diplomas, certificates and prizes to the students as per the list circulated among the AC members in the Fortyfirst Convocation of ISI which will be held on 7 March, 2007.   The Convener, AC suggested that for any Ph.D Viva that may take place before the Convocation, the approval of the AC may be done through e-mail circulation so that the candidate get the Ph.D degree at the Convocation in March’07. 

Agenda Item 4 :
Reservation of seats for SC/ST/OBC/PH candidates. 


The AC accepted the proposal for reservation of seats for SC/ST/OBC/PH candidates in principle.  The AC recommended setting up a committee by the Director, ISI to look after the number of seats to be reserved in various courses of the Institute and also to explore documented policy, if it exists, from other research/academic institutions like IIM, IIT etc.  The AC also recommended that the Committee so formed will have the right to co-opt a member from SC/ST/OBC/PH community.  The AC has recommended a committee with Prof. S.C. Bagchi as Chairman, Prof. Debasis Sengupta as Convener and Prof. B. B. Bhattacharya, Prof. Aloke Dey, Prof. I. K. Ravichandra Rao as other members of the Committee.  The AC recommended to submit the report of the Committee in 4 weeks. 

Agenda Item 5 :
Proposal for ISIAA-P.C. Panesar Medal to best M. Math. student.

The AC approved the proposal to award the ISIAA-PC Panesar Medal to the best M. Math. student.  The AC also reommended that if any additional fund is required, that will be provided by, ISIAA. 

Agenda Item 6 :
Proposal for introduction of Gold Medal in memory of Late J. M. Sengupta. 


The AC recommended the proposal for introduction of Gold Medal in memory of Late J. M. Sengupta and Gold Medal to be awarded to the best B. Stat. student of ISI.  The AC observed that an endowment fund of Rs. 1 Lakh will be required to provide the Gold Medal.  The AC recommended that a committee should be formed to judge the best B. Stat. student. 
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Agenda Item 7 :
Change of curriculum for M. Stat. [NB Stream].


Dr. Smarajit Bose explained in details the proposed change of curriculum for M. Stat. [NB Stream].  The AC recommended that the Selection Committee will decide whether a candidate will be placed in New Delhi or Kolkata.  The AC also recommended that M. Stat. (NB Stream) will be held at Kolkata and the M. Stat. (Applications) will be held at Delhi.  The AC also pointed out that whether a candidate will be allowed to sit with B. Stat. Stream students will be decided by the Selection Committee.  It was also recommended by most of the AC members that the listing of courses to be offered should be made available in the Website of ISI for the benefit of the candidates who are eventually making the decisions.  

Agenda Item 8 :
Increase of Contingency Grant for Ph. D. students. 


The AC recommended an amount of Rs. 12,000/- towards Contingency Grant for the first 2 years and Rs. 25,000/- for the subsequent years of research for Ph. D. students.  The AC recommended that the contingency grant may be utilized for internal travel for attending Workshops and Conferences, subscription of membership of professional bodies and journals, preparation and submission of Ph.D Thesis, purchase of data storage equipments, etc. in addition to the existing items. The AC also recommended that the Contingency grant could be utilized for field work of the students subject to the approval of the Government and the Finance Committee.  The AC recommended that the application for Internal Travel of the Ph. D. students would not be routed through the T.G.C. of ISI, while International Travel should be routed through TGC of ISI. 

Agenda Item 9 :
 Introduction of position of visiting faculty for teaching.


The AC recommended that an honorarium of Rs. 5,000/- - Rs. 10,000/- per month may be paid to a Visiting Professor, depending on his/her qualifications and class load at ISI  primarily for the purpose of teaching regular course for a maximum period of 5 months.  

Agenda Item 10 :Proposal to make the proceedings of the past Academic Council meetings public, by posting it on the Website of ISI. 


The AC recommended that the proceedings of the  Academic Council meetings including the past meetings be put on the ISI Website with access limited to ISI faculty. 

Agenda Item 11 :Proposed curriculum of MS [Library & Information Science].


The AC approved the proposed curriculum and recommended that a Credit course may be provided to those students of MS [Library & Information Science] who do not have Mathematics at the plus two level. 
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Agenda Item 12 :
Proposal to augment the M. Tech. (CS) admission procedure. 


The AC recommended to constitute a committee with Prof. B. P. Sinha as Chairman, Prof. Alok Goswami as Convener, Prof. Abhirup Sarkar, Prof. B. Chanda, Prof. Probal Chaudhuri, Prof. Sukalyan Sengupta and Prof. Rajendra Bhatia as other members for a comprehensive view as to the augmentation of the M. Tech. (CS) admission procedure by calling a few candidates for interview with high GATE score.  The AC observed that it is a matter of policy decisions and it would have impact on the admission procedures of other courses of the Institute like B.Stat., M. Stat., M. Tech. (QROR) etc. 

 Agenda Item 13 :
   Miscellaneous.

1. The AC recommended that Shri Dipojjwal Ghosh may be permitted to complete M. Tech. (QROR) course without any stipend. He has to start the course all over again from academic session 2007-08.

2. The AC decided that raising the course fee of “Part-time Certificate Course in SQC” at Hyderabad can not be discussed in the AC meeting. 

3. Many AC members pointed out that inclusion of item 15 in the Non-Statutory Leave Application Form is unwarranted. The Director informed that it is an administrative issue and he would suggest the Leave Rule Committee to look into the matter. 

4. Many AC members enquired whether the Ph.D/D.Sc Committee would be replaced by four separate Committees.  The Director explained that this proposed restructuring was purely for administrative convenience and had already been placed before the ISI Council and ISI General Body for final approval.  Many members expressed their opinion that such issues are related to academic matters of the Institute and hence the views of the AC should have been taken into account. 

5. The Ph.D. programme  in Quality, Probability and Operations Research in the SQC&OR Division will be discussed in the next AC meeting

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

       (Sankar K. Pal)



    (Bimal K. Roy)

            Director




       Dean of Studies 

Chairman, Academic Council 

     Convener, Academic Council 
